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This booklet introduces the thinking skills tested in the verbal reasoning questions in the BMAT and some TSA examinations, and provides basic practice. Once you have completed this short course, it is your responsibility to prepare further by completing the past papers available online at the BMAT and TSA sites. This booklet does not include preparation for the numerical and spatial reasoning questions. 

The key topics covered are: 

1. Argument structure: conclusions, reasons and intermediate conclusions
2. Inferring conclusions from reasoning

3. Assumptions

4. Effect of additional claims (strengthen/weaken/neutral) 
5. Flaws in reasoning

6. Other questions

Note: On the TSA site there are fewer past papers available for TSA than for BMAT. If you need more practice, try the BMAT critical thinking questions as they are similar and designed to test the same thinking skills. 



In Critical Thinking, an argument is an attempt to persuade 
In order for an argument to exist, there must be a conclusion and at least one reason, (also referred to in texts about logic as a 'premise'). 

A conclusion is a statement intended to persuade someone to accept something as true, to believe or to do something. 

A reason is a statement intended to support a conclusion, i.e. to give you a basis on which to accept the conclusion. 

To sort out which is the conclusion and reason in a passage, use the argument indicators 'therefore' and 'because'. 

Therefore introduces a conclusion. Because introduces a reason. 

Example:


Exams should be abolished. 


They cause too much stress. 

In this example the conclusion is 'Exams should be abolished.' and the reason is 'They cause too much stress.' Check it using the argument indicators: 

· Exams should be abolished because they cause too much stress.  This makes logical sense. 

· Exams should be abolished therefore they cause too much stress.  This does not make sense. 
Most arguments are more complex than this and may contain an intermediate conclusion, a conclusion formed on the way to the main conclusion. It is a reason for the main conclusion but is also supported by reasons of its own. 

Example :

Exams should be abolished. They are not a fair test of pupils' abilities. Many students suffer from stress which means they do not perform to the best of their ability in exams. Today's short exams often do not allow for able students to demonstrate the depth of their understanding. 
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Sample Questions
1. From TSA Oxford 2008: Poverty
Sometimes poverty is defined in relation to average income. For example, people may be said to be poor if their income is less than 60 per cent of the average income for the population. This is not a legitimate definition, because it is a measure of inequality rather than poverty. This is obvious if we consider the consequences of using the definition. It means that a huge pay rise for middle managers automatically throws some people into poverty, even though their income has not changed. On the other hand, the definition implies that in a society where almost everyone is starving, no one is poor.

Which of the following best expresses the main conclusion of the above argument?
A. Having a relatively low income is not the same as being poor.

B. It is impossible to find an appropriate definition of poverty.

C. It is wrong to define poverty in relation to average income.

D. A huge pay rise for middle managers makes other people poor.

2. From TSA Oxford 2008: Cannabis

There is much evidence to suggest that cannabis has therapeutic uses for people suffering from conditions such as multiple sclerosis. Given this, the prescription of cannabis should be made legal. If doctors were legally allowed to prescribe cannabis, multiple sclerosis sufferers and others might be spared much pain. Moreover, if cannabis could be legally prescribed, it would be possible to conduct large-scale surveys to establish whether cannabis really is of benefit in such cases.

Which of the following best expresses the main conclusion of the above argument?
A. There is no justification for existing laws against cannabis.

B. Cannabis can relieve the suffering of people with multiple sclerosis.

C. Doctors are opposed to existing laws on cannabis.

D. It should be legal for doctors to prescribe cannabis.

E. Large-scale surveys are needed to establish whether cannabis really is beneficial.

3. From BMAT 2009: Snowfall

Last winter, heavy snowfalls prompted criticism of the Government for failing to ensure that the country is prepared for severe weather. Billions of pounds were lost to businesses through workers being unable to make their journey to work during a week of heavy snowfall. Others felt that these costs should be accepted philosophically. Given that the likelihood of a prolonged period of heavy snow in the UK is very low, it could be said that the high cost of investing in preventative measures would be unreasonable. Governments have to make an assessment of the probability of the event occurring, the cost of preventative measures and the cost of the event happening. In some cases the cost of preventative measures is too high when the risk is low. The recent severe weather is one such case. One might also consider the threats of pandemics such as bird flu, or asteroids hitting the earth, both of which might be considered 'low risk but high cost'.
Which of the following best expresses the main conclusion of the argument above?

A. The Government has a responsibility to assess risks and costs of possible events.

B. The Government was right not to spend heavily on precautions against prolonged snowfall.

C. The Government should be spending more to protect us against pandemics and asteroids.

D. The Government should have spent more on precautions against prolonged snowfall.

E. The Government should compensate businesses for the billions of pounds lost during a week of snow.
1. From BMAT 2009: Science
It is human nature to try to explain what we observe occurring around us, a process that people engaged in long before physical, biological or social sciences were established as disciplines. The difference between 'common sense' explanations and scientific ones lies in the way the two originate. Everyday observations are haphazard, careless and not systematic, whereas those carried out by scientists endeavour to be specific, objective, well focused and systematic, to the extent that they could be replicated by someone else. While there are few true guarantees, the more systematic and organised the studies we conduct, the more likely they will produce valid explanations that can be used to support decisions.

Which of the following best expresses the conclusion of the passage above?

A. Decisions should not be based on common sense explanations.

B. Human nature has long preferred informal observation to scientific study.

C. The best scientists are those who discount all common sense explanations.

D. Common sense explanations are less likely to be valid than those based on scientific enquiry.

E. Scientific explanations often support and substantiate common sense explanations.
5. From A Level Critical Thinking January 2006: Biology
Biological differences, such as the way people’s eyes move, underlie some cultural differences. Chinese and American people literally see the world differently. Researchers have found that American students spend longer looking at the central object in a photograph, while Chinese students’ eyes tend to dart around, taking in the background. A similar difference is also noticeable in language acquisition. East Asian children tend to learn verbs first, linking objects, whereas Western children learn nouns first, taking objects in isolation. It may be that Western cultures are more materialistic than Eastern cultures because characteristic Western eye movements lead them to focus on objects.
Which of the following best expresses the main conclusion in the above argument?
A. Concentrating on things rather than background may be why Western cultures are more materialistic than Eastern.
B. East Asian and Western people have different visual impressions of the world. 
C. There are differences in the way American and East Asian children learn language.  
D. Some cultural differences have a basis in biology.


Some questions present you with some claims and evidence which could be described as reasoning, but without a conclusion - the writer has not formed a complete argument. In this case you are given a choice of possible conclusions, and you have to decide which one of them is logically supported by the reasoning in the passage. 
This is described as inferring a conclusion. A variation on this sometimes occurs in the numeric questions, where you may be asked to work out what can be inferred from some statistics or other data. Again, think carefully about which answer option is fully supported by the evidence presented. 

Typically some of the possible answers will be too strong, i.e. too extreme to be supported by the reasoning/evidence, or too weak. Pay attention to the precise wording of each statement.  

 Try these sample questions. 

6. From TSA Oxford 2008: Socialists
Socialist politicians are often taunted by their opponents for leading lifestyles similar to those of their capitalist counterparts. The theme of the taunts runs like this; 'You object on socialist principles to gross inequalities in the distribution of wealth; yet you enjoy a higher personal standard of living than the majority of the population. Therefore you are not really a socialist'. But the jibe can easily be answered, for there is no hypocrisy in arguing, even from a privileged position, for a fairer and more equal society.

Which of the following is a conclusion which can be reliably drawn from the passage  as a whole? (i.e. not in the text, but can be inferred from the text). 
A. Socialists who enjoy personal wealth cannot object to others who amass even greater wealth.

B. Someone can be a genuine socialist whilst enjoying a high standard of living.

C. Calls for reform are more effective if they come from the more privileged classes of society.

D. There is nothing immoral about inequalities in the distribution of wealth.

E. It is hypocritical to claim to be a socialist if one enjoys a standard of living above the average.
7.    From TSA Oxford 2008: Drug-testing 
Random drug-testing of prisoners was introduced in 1995 in order to solve the many problems associated with prisoners taking drugs. Since cannabis can be detected in the body up to a month after having been smoked, prisoners are tempted to switch to heroin, which stays in the system for only 48 hours. As a result, since drug-testing was introduced, cannabis use has declined by a fifth whereas heroin use has doubled. Heroin is not only a much more damaging drug than cannabis, but it is also extremely addictive. There is evidence that heroin addiction encourages prisoners to intimidate others in order to pay for the drug.

Which one of the following is a conclusion which can be drawn from the above passage?  
A. The test for detection of heroin in the body should be improved.

B. Since 1995, cannabis use in prisons is at a lower level than heroin use.

C. The drug-problem in prisons cannot be solved by random drug-testing.

D. The system of drug-testing of prisoners has not solved the drug-problem in prisons.

E. The level of intimidation in prisons has doubled since the introduction of random drug-testing.

8. From OCR A Level January 2007: Debt

The average owed by people under 25 seeking help from Consumer Credit Counselling Service was £14,984 in 2005.

Average student debt in 2005: £12,640.

Average household debt in UK is approximately £7,821 (exc mortgages).

1.5% of young people going to CCCS for debt counselling are students.
7.3% of population are students.

12.6% of people going to CCCS for debt counselling in 2005 were under 25.
At the end of January 2006 the total UK personal debt was £1,168 billion.

About 75% of bankrupt people blame ‘living beyond their means’.

Around 15% of 18-24 year olds think an individual savings account (ISA) is an iPod accessory.

Under 25s seeking debt counselling tend not to have children or mortgages.

In 2005 the under 30s made up 60% of bankruptcies.

Data taken from www.creditaction.org.uk and www.cccs.co.uk

Which of the following is a conclusion which can reliably be drawn from the above evidence?

A. Young people are financially irresponsible.

B. Young people are disproportionately in debt.

C. There is a need for financial education for young people.
D. There are greater financial pressures on young people than on older people.
9.      From OCR A Level January 2006: Education 

Study the three graphs below to answer the multiple choice question on the next page. 

Should most children with special educational needs (SEN) be taught in mainstream schools?




Should children with autistic spectrum disorders be taught in mainstream or in separate classes?



Are there children in your school who you feel should be in a special school?


 Which of the following is a conclusion which can be safely drawn from the above evidence? 
A. Secondary headteachers think pupils with special needs should be taught in other people’s schools but not their own. 
B. Primary headteachers are remote from their classrooms and do not understand the effect of disruptive pupils on other children. 
C. Even headteachers who think most children should be educated in mainstream schools may believe that some children are better off in special schools. 
D. A belief in inclusive mainstream education is inconsistent with a belief that some children are better off in special schools. 


A more difficult type of question asks you to correctly identify an underlying assumption in an argument. 

In critical thinking, an assumption is defined as a missing reason which is necessary for the conclusion. In other words, without the assumption, the argument doesn't make sense. We have to accept the assumption if we are to accept the conclusion. An assumption is something the writer must believe for his or her argument to make sense, but he or she has not written in explicitly in the argument. 
In order to answer an assumption question, first we have to be clear about what the conclusion of the argument is; what is the writer trying to persuade us to accept?

Precisely identifying underlying assumptions in people's arguments is a skill which requires a lot of practice, but at least in the admissions tests you are given multiple statements and know that one of them is correct! 

Once you've made your choice, test it by 'dropping' it into the argument. It should work as a reason and support the conclusion. If it doesn't make sense, start again. 
Try these sample questions. 
10. From TSA Oxford 2008: Doctors
It is not always clear whether a doctor should tell the truth to a patient or not. On the one hand, patients have a right to know what is the matter with them and what the future holds, so that they can make their own informed decisions, however upsetting the truth may be. It is a simple issue of human rights. But on the other hand, a patient's health may sometimes be better served by not knowing a frightening truth. For instance, a doctor may believe that a patient's medical condition will actually worsen if they realise how serious it is. Therefore, there are cases in which doctors have no choice: they must decide in favour of deceiving the patient.

Which of the following is an underlying assumption of the above argument?

1. Patients accept that a doctor has a responsibility to decide what will be in their best interests.

2. Doctors have a duty to conceal the truth if they believe it will frighten the patient.

3. Doctors have a duty to tell their patients the truth even when the truth would upset them.

4. Doctors have a greater responsibility for a patient's well-being than for their right to know the truth.

5. It is the responsibility of doctors to respect a patient's human rights whatever their medical condition.

11. From TSA Oxford 2008: Plastic drink bottles
In the case of plastic drink bottles, recycling is not the best answer to the problem of garbage disposal. Ninety five per cent of soft-drink bottles sold in the United States are made of a compound of polyethylene (PET) which poses recycling problems. They are potentially carcinogenic if recycled into new food or drink containers. Recycled PET tends to absorb other chemicals before re-melting and these chemicals could leach into food or drink that is stored in a recycled container. However, if disposed of in landfill sites, plastic is not harmful to the environment. It can be squashed flat, so that it occupies little space and it is inert. Unlike other waste, it does not leach into soil or water, nor does it produce a dangerous build-up of methane.

Which of the following is an underlying assumption of the argument above?

A. The space in presently available landfill sites will soon be exhausted.

B. Soft-drink bottles should be made from materials which can be recycled.

C. The burning of plastic rubbish is inadvisable because it produces toxic chemicals.

D. Apart from food and drink containers, there is little use for recycled PET.

E. A reduction in the amount of plastic produced would ease the problems of garbage disposal.
12. The chocolate argument
The various campaigns trying to promote healthy living discourage people from eating chocolate. In fact, people often feel guilty if they do eat it. However, research on the effects of eating dark chocolate has found that it can reduce the effects of a heart attack.  This is because it contains very high levels of what are called flavonoids and which improve blood flow. Both blueberries and tea also contain flavonoids, but not at such a high level as dark chocolate. Furthermore, it's often forgotten that chocolate is plant-based (being made from the fruit pod of the cacao tree), just as are the fruit and vegetables that we're encouraged to eat for a healthy diet. Therefore, for the sake of our health, we should eat dark chocolate every day. 
Which of the following are underlying assumptions of the argument above? (more than one assumption!)
A. Dark chocolate is sufficiently like fruit and vegetables to be good for our health. 

B. Only products which come from plants are good for our  health
C. Unless we eat dark chocolate every day, we won’t be healthy. 

D. Good health is the only reason to eat dark chocolate every day. 

E. People eat dark chocolate because it's plant-based.

F. There are no significant health risks with eating dark chocolate every day. 

G. People with healthy hearts eat dark chocolate. 
13. Cars of the future 
Cars of the future will be able to run on water. Just as in a GCSE chemistry experiment, the water will react with boron to make hydrogen, which is then used to power the car. The waste products will be water and boron oxide, a safe solid that can then be turned back into boron. Not only is this an ideal environmental solution for our cars, it is also a sustainable fuel source for the long term future. We can look forward to many years of ‘green’ motoring without having to use petrol.
Which of the following is an underlying assumption of the argument above?

A.  Converting boron oxide into boron produces less pollution than running a car on petrol.

B. There are enough supplies of boron to enable cars to run on water for many centuries.

C. The technology needed to turn boron oxide back into boron is no more complicated than a GCSE chemistry experiment.

D. More environmentally friendly methods of running a car will not be found in the foreseeable future. 

14. BMAT 2010: Class sizes (note that this is a different type of assumption question). 
Reducing class sizes in UK primary schools to 20 pupils would be very expensive and would

produce little improvement in children’s education. This is confirmed by evidence from the USA. In the 1990s class sizes were reduced in California because the state had been ranked 49th out of 50 states in the reading ability of 9 to 10 year olds. Ten years and $50 billion later, California had risen only to 48th out of 50. If class sizes are reduced, more teachers are needed. Thus, in the UK, candidates with lower qualifications would have to be recruited, since there are already only 1.2 applicants for each teaching post. What is important is not whether there are 20 or 30 children in a classroom, but whether there is one good teacher. Countries whose children do well at school are those that recruit their teachers from the brightest graduates.
Which one of the following is not an assumption underlying the above argument?

A. Candidates with lower qualifications are unlikely to be good teachers.

B. Expensive schemes aimed at improving education cannot be justified.

C. Other states in the USA had not significantly improved children’s reading ability.

D. Being taught by the brightest graduates improves pupils’ performance.


Additional claims can strengthen, weaken, or have no impact on the quality of reasoning in an argument. 

If the claim is relevant to the conclusion and adequate to support the conclusion it will strengthen the argument. 

If the evidence is not relevant or inadequate then it weakens the argument.  Newspapers often make health claims based on inadequate evidence, e.g. the Daily Telegraph claimed that having sweet-smelling roses in your room makes you have pleasant dreams, while bad smells give you nightmares. This was based on one tiny study of a very small number of German women over a short period – so not adequate to draw this conclusion. Furthermore, the methodology used in the study was not as straightforward as having a vase of flowers in the room. Instead, researchers waited until the sleeper was in the dream zone, and then squirted rose perfume or the perfume of bad eggs under the sleeper’s nose for 10 seconds – a far more intense effect than that of a vase of flowers. It could be argued therefore that the spraying of concentrated smells up someone’s nose is not relevant enough to draw the much broad conclusion that flowers in your bedroom cause sweet dreams! 

The BMAT and TSA questions usually ask you to select the statement which most strengthens or weakens the reasoning in a passage. This means that there may be 2 statements which might strengthen/weaken the reasoning, but one is much stronger/weaker than the other. Try the sample questions. 
15. From TSA Oxford 2008: Sea mammals

Some of the great sea-mammals, such as the sperm whale, have brains many times larger than ours. It is a fact of evolution that organs do not grow or remain large unless they are used; if they are not used they shrink or even disappear. It must be concluded therefore that the sperm whale makes intelligent use of the vast brain it possesses, perhaps at thought levels well beyond our understanding.
Which of the following would, if true, weaken the argument?
A. Humans have developed intelligence despite having smaller brains than whales.

B. Whales lack the ability to communicate in language.

C. Large brains may have uses that do not involve intelligence.

D. There is no correlation between the size of the animal and the size of its brain.

E. Whale intelligence may be of a kind that humans do not recognise. 
16. From BMAT sample paper: Diamonds

A conflict diamond is a diamond mined in a war zone and sold in order to finance the military rebellion of groups opposing legitimate and internationally recognised governments. While rough diamonds can be traced with some degree of accuracy to their source, once in their commercial, polished state, they can no longer be identified. Until regulations are brought into place that enable you to judge with confidence the true origins of a diamond, the purchasing of diamonds is morally unjustifiable. Diamonds are an unnecessary luxury, and at present the human cost for the war-torn countries that they may have come from is simply too high.
Which of the following, if true, would most weaken the above argument?

A. It may never be possible to know with certainty the origins of the diamond you wish to produce.

B. Military intervention has regularly proved more decisive when dealing with rebel insurgents than economic sanctions.

C. Sales of diamonds are an important source of revenue for the ‘recognised governments’ of war-torn countries.

D. Some people believe precious stones to have a deeper significance than that of wealth or luxury.

17. From TSA Oxford 2008: Tits

Birds of the tit family are very fond of tearing paper - wallpaper, newspaper, notices and bank notes included. They make no use of the paper they have torn. We might explain this puzzling behaviour by noting that the technique that they use for tearing paper is identical to their technique for stripping tree bark to search for insects to eat. This indicates that tits that tear paper are searching for food.
Which of the following, if true, would most weaken the above argument?
A. On many occasions tits reject food on bird tables to tear paper.

B. Tits carry on tearing paper even when it is obvious to humans that no food is forthcoming.

C. Eighty per cent of householders who reported paper tearing behaviour fed the birds.

D. Tits use moss from trees and wool from dead sheep for nesting materials.

E. Animals often engage in apparently pointless activities that turn out to have a purpose.



Arguments often contain logical errors which weaken the strength of the reasoning. These errors are referred to as flaws or logical fallacies and the most common are described below. For BMAT/TSA generally you are not expected to know the technical terms, but you do need to be able to recognise a precise problem with the reasoning in an argument.  
· Confusing cause and effect

· Assuming that because B happened after A, it was caused by A (post hoc flaw), whereas there may have been other causes. 
· Schools should have shorter summer holidays. Topnotch Academy changed to a 4-week summer break last year and this year its GCSE results have improved by 5 percentage points.  
· Correlation – assuming that because two trends have been developing over the same time period, there must be a causal link between the two, when there may not be. 
· As more women have entered the workforce, the divorce rate has shot up. Therefore a woman working is bad for marriage. 
· Presenting a false dilemma

· Saying we must do one thing because the only alternative is worse, when there may be more than one alternative. 
· Speed cameras are essential unless you are prepared to accept more deaths. (There are many alternatives to speed cameras, such as traffic calming). 
· Straw man/person 
· Misrepresenting (simplifying or distorting) the counter argument. 
· Opponents of the Trident nuclear deterrent want to leave us defenceless. 
· Ad hominem/attacking the arguer
· Attacking the arguer rather than their argument. 
· David Cameron’s just a privileged toff, what can he know about running the country? 
· Generalisation

· Hasty generalisation – drawing a conclusion from too little data. 
· A study in which mice were fed exclusively on genetically modified peas demonstrated serious health risks, so we should ban further research into GM crops.  
· Sweeping generalisation – assuming that because something is generally the case, it is true in a particular situation.  
· Most students spend too much time on social networks so that must be why my tutee is failing English. 
· Slippery slope
· Drawing a conclusion that is too extreme. 
· You won’t get into university if you don’t do your homework tonight.
· Circular argument
· An argument where the reason is essentially the same as the conclusion. 
· University education should be free because free education is a human right.
· Confusing necessary and sufficient conditions
· Necessary conditions are necessary for the conclusion but may not be sufficient. 
· Of course you’ll do Medicine, you’re predicted three As! (It’s necessary to be predicted AAA, but that alone is not sufficient ; you have to get the grades and meet other conditions such as entrance tests and  interviews.) 
· Conflation
· Conflation occurs when an argument brings two or more concepts, actions or ideas together and treats them as the same thing. Typically the concepts involved share many similarities but it still doesn't mean they can be interchanged with one another. 
· Too many people in our country are fat. Unfit people put a strain on the health service, so we should encourage the government to help people lose weight.
· Reasoning from wrong actions
· Two wrongs don’t make a right. The arguer attempts to justify one wrong action by pointing to another wrong action. 
· We should legalise drugs because other harmful substances such as tobacco and alcohol are legal. 

· Tu quoque (you also). Here the arguer reasons that it’s OK for them to do something because another person does/has done it. 
· It’s OK for me to smoke, you do it!
· Another category of error in reasoning is irrelevant appeals. Instead of relying on logic, the writer appeals 
· to emotions such as pity or fear - We must do this or else....
· to authority - Gay marriage must be wrong because the Church of England Bishops have produced a statement disagreeing with it. 
· to tradition - We’ve had a monarchy for centuries so we should continue to support the monarchy.

· to history – I didn’t revise for my GCSEs and still got high grades, so I don’t need to revise for my AS exams. 

· to popularity – Avatar took millions at the box office so it must be a great film. 
18. BMAT Specimen paper: Academic success
In order to succeed in academic examinations it is necessary to study hard. Therefore if a student studies hard in a particular subject, that student should succeed in examinations in that subject.

Which one of the following is the best statement of the flaw in the above argument?

A. It assumes that students must study hard in order to succeed.

B. It overestimates the value of studying in preparation for examinations.

C. It ignores the fact that some examinations are more difficult than others.

D. It assumes that studying hard is a sufficient condition for academic success.

E. It ignores the fact that some students do not need to study hard in order to succeed.
19. BMAT 2010: The arts
Societies with a flourishing arts sector (including visual art, theatre, music and dance) tend to be more democratic, more egalitarian, economically more robust and to have more fulfilled, healthier citizens. So, if we want to live in the most democratic, egalitarian and economically robust society, we should demand that the Government subsidises the arts to a level which enables them to flourish.

Which one of the following illustrates a flaw in the above argument?

A. There may be other important demands on government money.

B. A flourishing arts sector may influence citizens’ psychological health.

C. A strong economy may be a precondition of a flourishing arts sector.

D. Some of the arts (for example, opera) may be seen as non-egalitarian.
20. BMAT 2010: Exam results

As examination results come out again there will undoubtedly be concerns about the state of the education system. If the results are good then we will hear that the examinations are becoming too easy. On the other hand, if the results are poor, then we will hear about the poor state of funding for the education sector. Since there will be negative stories in the press either way, we should ignore these stories and not worry about them.
Which one of the following is the best statement of the flaw in the above argument?

A. The options are restricted to the results being either good or bad.

B. It makes an unwarranted attack on the press.

C. It makes a prediction about the future which is not supported by any evidence.

D. It fails to establish that examinations are becoming easier.

E. The fact that a negative story is inevitable does not mean that it should be ignored.
21. TSA Oxford 2008
Over the past ten years, there has been a four-fold increase in the number of people killed in road accidents who are found to have illegal drugs in their bodies. The rate of increase is much greater than the corresponding rate for those people killed in accidents who were found with alcohol in their blood. This shows that the campaign against drink-driving has succeeded. Consequently, the Government ought now to concentrate on targeting those people who drive whilst under the influence of illegal drugs.

Which of the following is the best statement of the flaw in the argument above?
A. Those people who take illegal drugs and drive are likely to be different from those who drink and drive.

B. Targeting people who drive under the influence of illegal drugs ignores those people who take drugs but do not drive.

C. The success of the drink-driving campaign does not mean that a campaign against drivers who take drugs would succeed.

D. The increase in drug-related road deaths is insufficient to conclude that the drink-driving campaign has succeeded.

E. Evidence on the number of drug-related road accidents needs to distinguish between illegal drugs and legal drugs.
22. TSA Oxford 2008: Mrs Jackson
Mrs Jackson said that, if Mrs List were promoted, she would resign and we definitely do not want to lose Mrs Jackson. However, we are not going to promote Mrs List: we are going to offer the promotion to Mr Wade. Therefore Mrs Jackson will not resign. 

Which of the following is the best statement of the flaw in the argument?

A. It implies that Mrs Jackson threatened to resign because she wanted the promotion herself.

B. It does not explain why it is so important to keep Mrs Jackson.
C. It overlooks the possibility that Mrs Jackson might resign even if Mrs List is not promoted.
D. It overlooks the possibility that Mrs Jackson would not have resigned even if Mrs List had been promoted.

E. It overlooks the possibility that Mr Wade might not accept the promotion. 

23. TSA Oxford 2008: Stress

The government has announced that it wants to reduce the level of ill-health due to workplace stress. Ministers could learn a lot from a recent study of 8000 white-collar workers in America which found that men who had a high level of control over the way they carried out their jobs had a low rate of heart disease, a stress-related disease. Clearly therefore the most stressful jobs are those in which employees have little control over the pace of their work and how it is organised. If the government is serious about wanting to reduce the level of stress-related disease, then it needs to encourage employers to give their workers greater control over their work.
Which of the following is the best statement of a major flaw in the argument?

A. It contradicts itself by implying that the government is not serious about wanting to reduce stress-related disease.

B. It assumes that in general workers want to be given more control over the organisation of their work.

C. It ignores the practical question of how much control workers can be given.

D. It assumes that where there was a low incidence of heart disease this was caused by a reduction in stress.

E. It assumes that stress in the workplace only affects white-collar workers. 
24. TSA Cambridge specimen paper: Flying phobia

In this Senior Management post we need someone who can keep a cool head in a crisis and react quickly to events. The applicant says he suffers from a phobia about flying, and panics especially when an aircraft is landing and that therefore he would prefer not to travel abroad on business if it could be avoided. He is obviously a very nervous type of person who would clearly go to pieces and panic in an emergency and fail to provide the leadership qualities necessary for the job. Therefore this person is not a suitable candidate for the post.
Which of the following is the best statement of the flaw in the argument above?

A. It assumes phobias are not treatable or capable of being eliminated.

B. It assumes that the person appointed to the job will need to travel abroad.

C. It assumes that a specific phobia indicates a general tendency to panic.

D. It assumes that people who stay cool in a crisis will be good leaders.

E. It fails to take into account other qualities the person might have for the post.


Some questions don’t fit into the neat categories described so far. Try these questions. 

25. TSA Cambridge specimen paper: Immigration

The treatment of unauthorised immigrants by many countries is often cruel and lacking in compassion. Even refugees from war-torn or famine-stricken regions can find themselves imprisoned on arrival or deported back to the place they have fled. It is a terrible decision to have to take, but if we make an exception to the law for one person, we ought to make the same exception for everyone. If some illegal entrants were allowed to stay, others would have to be treated equally, and no country - especially one that is already overpopulated - could physically accommodate the numbers that would then follow. The regulations have to be enforced rigidly, even if this means turning away people in great need.
Which of the following best illustrates the principle underlying the argument above?

A. Because of fire regulations, the number of people attending the concert will have to be strictly limited.

B. Growing urban traffic congestion means that in the future the numbers of cars entering some city centres will have to be restricted.

C. All shop-lifters must be prosecuted because if one is let off others would rightly expect the same leniency.

D. There is no one rule that can be applied for all prisoners seeking parole: every case is different and should be decided on its merits.

E. If there are not enough hospital places for all those who need them, the most urgent ones must be treated first even if others have waited a long time.
26. TSA Oxford 2008: structure

You can become a good pianist if you start to learn at an early age. You did not start to learn until you were an adult, so you cannot become a good pianist.
Which of the following has the same structure as the above argument?
A. Children can become fluent in two languages if they start learning when very young. My children learnt two languages when young, so they speak them fluently.

B. You can cure your headache if you are willing to try acupuncture. You refuse to try acupuncture, so you will not be able to cure your headache.

C. You can avoid being overweight if you take sufficient exercise. You take sufficient exercise, so you will not become overweight.

D. Children have fewer ear infections if they take cod liver oil. My children have very few ear infections, so they do not need to take cod liver oil.

E. You can become a good singer if you have perfect pitch. You are a good singer, so you must have perfect pitch.
27. TSA Cambridge Specimen paper: parallel reasoning

If you want to earn a good salary these days, you have to gain considerable experience of working abroad. Since I've always wanted to earn a huge salary, it's obvious that I'm going to have to leave this country for some period of time.

Which of the following most closely parallels the reasoning used in the argument above?

A. If I had more time to spend on this project, I know that it would be very successful. I've been told that I'm not going to be given enough time, so the project isn't going to succeed.

B. Sam knew that if he wanted to write a film script, he'd have to learn the special techniques needed for such scripts. He has enrolled on a course to learn how to write them, so he'll soon be writing his first script.

C. If the Foreign Secretary can bring the two sides together for talks, there's a good chance for peace. Peace is something that both sides want, so he'll be talking to both sides soon.

D. If the doctor thinks that you should be allowed out of bed for a short while, then you must be recovering well from your operation. You have recovered much quicker than she thought you would have, so you'll be out of bed a lot from now on.

E. Annie says that if she really wants to win the London Marathon race, she'll have to train very hard every day. She told me that she is determined to win the London Marathon, so that means she'll be working hard on her training programme every day from now on.
28. BMAT 2010: passenger numbers

After the first Gulf War in the early 1990s and the flattening effects of Foot and Mouth and the September 11 attacks in 2001, passenger numbers at least recovered their previous trends. Therefore the recession of 2009, although it has brought a sharp fall in passenger numbers, will not necessarily prevent the Department of Transport's prediction - that 500 million passengers will use UK terminals by 2030 - from being realised.

Which one of the following is a fair assessment of the use of data in the above argument?

A. The data have been incorrectly interpreted and do not justify the conclusion.

B. Although the data have been correctly interpreted, they do not justify the conclusion.

C. If the interpretation of the data had been correct it would justify the conclusion, but it has been incorrectly interpreted.

D. The data have been correctly interpreted and do support the conclusion.



Intermediate conclusion: 


(Therefore) They exams are not a fair test of pupils' abilities. 





R2: Today's short exams often do not allow for able students to demonstrate the depth of their understanding. 





R1: Many students suffer from stress which means they do not perform to the best of their ability in exams.





Main conclusion: 


(Therefore) Exams should be abolished. 
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